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IN RE APPLICATION OF: Katsuhiro Shinjo, et al. : 
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FILING DATE: 05/30/2001 : Group Art Unit: 1646 
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Hon. Commissioner for Patents 



Washington, D.C. 20231 ^Qc^ ^& 
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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT ^^h^ 

In response to the Office Action mailed January 24, 2003 regarding the election of 
claims, Apphcants elect claim set 1, with traverse. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees required, or 
to credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No . 16-1 445 . 

Applicants note that the polypeptide of VRL-2b (SEQ ID NO: 4) is an N-terminal 
truncated version of VRL-2a (SEQ ID NO: 2), While the overall nucleotide similarities 
between the two coding sequences for these polypeptides have 69.5 % similarity, the 
nucleotide sequences downstream of position 937 of the VRL-2a coding sequence (SEQ 
ID NO: 1) and position 88 of the VRL-2b (SEQ ID NO: 1) are completely the same. 
Accordingly, the polypeptides of claim set 1 (related to SEQ ID NO: 2) and claim set 2 
(related to SEQ ID NO: 4) do indeed share a common technical feature. Therefore, 
Apphcants request that the subject matter of claim set 2 be considered within the current 
application along with the subject matter of claim set 1. 
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truncated version of VRL-2a (SEQ ID NO: 2). While the overall nucleotide similarities 
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Applicants request that the subject matter of claim set 2 be considered within the current 
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